Session 1: Know the Villain in
Your Story

Note: These questions were pulled from
the Your Story Has a Villain Bible Study
Guide curriculum, which you can
purchase at the link on the series home
page. For the best group experience,
order books for everyone in your group.

CONNECT

If any of your group members don’t know each
other, take a few minutes to introduce yourselves.
Then discuss one of the following questions:
e Why did you decide to join this Bible study?
What do you hope to learn or experience as
you go through it?

OR
e On ascale of 1 (low) to 10 (high), how
would you rate your interest in spiritual
warfare? Explain as you are able

WATCH

Watch Session 1: Know the Villain in Your Story
(18 minutes).

DISCUSS

Now discuss what you just watched by answering
the following questions.
1. As you get started with this study, what can
you say for certain about the villain in your
story? What are some facts or truths you




believe are 100 percent accurate when it
comes to the devil? Where did you learn
those facts or truths?

2. Ask someone to read Ephesians 6:10-13.
When you hear these verses, what
important words or phrases catch your
attention? Why those words or phrases?

3. The apostle Paul makes it clear that Satan
does have power in our world and even in
our lives as individuals. He leads “the
powers of this dark world” (verse 12). What
are some possible reasons why God has
allowed the devil to demonstrate such
authority here and now?

4. Ask someone to read aloud 1 Corinthians
15:51-57. We often think of Jesus and Satan
as opposites—as two powerful forces vying
for control of humanity. The reality is that
Satan is merely a created being. He is a
fallen angel, while Jesus is all-powerful.
What are some practical ways we can
remind ourselves of this truth that Satan is
not equal with Christ?

5. Satan has a major role to play in the
suffering that people experience all over the
world—but we also contribute our own
negative consequences when we choose to
sin against God. How should believers in
Christ understand the balance between
Satan’s work and their own sinfulness?
Which one has the greater influence in our
lives?

RESPOND

One of the great things about the Bible is that it
reveals truths that we otherwise would have no
way of figuring out on our own. This is the case
when it comes to Satan. God's Word has a lot to
say about our Enemy, the devil, and we're going




to cover many important passages in the course
of this study. But to get started, take a look at
Isaiah 14:12-15, which was mentioned in the
teaching. On the one hand, these verses refer to
the downfall of Babylon's king, yet on a different
layer, they also offer specific insights into the
being we call Satan.

How you have fallen from heaven, morning star,
son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the
earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said
in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; | will
raise my throne above the stars of God; | will sit
enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the
utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. | will ascend
above the tops of the clouds; | will make myself
like the Most High.” But you are brought down to
the realm of the dead.

Isaiah 14: 12-15

What do you learn from these verses about who
Satan is and what he wants?

What are lessons you've learned when it comes to
resisting Satan?

PRAY

When it is time to close, join as a group to pray
for God's blessings over this course. Be
intentional about repenting of any apathy
currently in your life when it comes to Satan, the
reality of evil, and the impact of temptation in
your life. Ask that God would pour out wisdom
and clarity over the group as you tackle these
subjects together. Before you end, write down any
requests from yourself or the group so you and
your fellow group members can continue to pray
about them in the week ahead.
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